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MISSION AND VISION 

Policy Innovation Through Philosophical Reflection  

The Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy creates policy innovations through normative analysis and 
critical reflection; our work engages academics, policy makers, and the public on pressing normative issues 
in public policy to make a lasting and beneficial impact on society.  

To achieve our mission, we are committed to three goals:  

1. To design and advance new policy solutions to some of  our most pressing problems by, among 
other strategies, facilitating interdisciplinary projects that bring together academics and public 
policy experts resulting in concrete policy change. 

2. To train tomorrow's policy leaders to engage the normative issues of  public policy with the tools 
and rigor of  normative analysis; and to train tomorrow's academic leaders to reach beyond 
scholarly boundaries to make meaningful impact on public policy and society. 

3. To build and maintain our capacity and reputation as the standard bearers for scholarly excellence 
in public philosophy. 

   

HISTORY 

 
The Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy was founded in 1976 at the University of  Maryland. In 
2011, the Institute was moved to George Mason University. It is the oldest research institution in the 
United States providing expertise on the normative dimensions of  public policy. The Institute works on 
pressing issues in public policy, including climate change and environmental policy, peace and security, 
bioethics and emerging technologies, global demands for justice, and international human rights and 
international criminal law. The institute publishes the journal Ethics, Policy, and Environment and houses the 
archive of  Philosophy and Public Policy Quarterly. Since its founding, the Institute has been home to over 50 
research fellows and faculty members, many of  whom are pioneers in public policy and public philosophy.  

INSTITUTE PRODUCTIVITY, 2017-2018 

 
In the 2017-2018 academic year, the Institute made contributions to scholarship, the University, and the 
public. The table below highlights the Institute’s productivity. Further information regarding the Institute’s 
activities is contained in the sections that follow. 

Research • 28 Academic publications (in print) 
• 83 presentations 
• $304, 663 total sponsored funding (3.8% growth rate)

Training • 7 Mentored student projects 
• 3 Hired Graduate assistants 
• 9 courses taught (graduate and undergraduate) 

Outreach • 8 public events organized and/or sponsored 
• 12 columns or blog posts in policy venues 
• Dozens of  interviews in major media sources
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INTERDISCIPLINARY SPONSORED RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 
The Institute develops and leads interdisciplinary projects that engage the normative dimensions of  public 
policy. The Institute’s current portfolio consists of  four projects that focus on diverse policy issues, including 
healthcare, peace and security, and military veterans and society. Institute projects are supported by competitive 
extramural sponsored funding and form the backbone of  our research outputs, dissemination activities, 
event programming, collaborative partnerships, and student mentoring and training opportunities. This 
funding represents the source of  all current indirect expenditures for Mason’s Department of  Philosophy.  

Project 1: The Coming Home Project  
The Coming Home project engages military veterans in dialogue by using sources in the humanities to 
explore the ethical, psychological, and spiritual dimensions of  military combat service. The National 
Endowment for the Humanities has continually funded the project for the past 3 years (2016-2019). In 
2017-2018, the project team developed an educational module for the DoD Yellow Ribbon Reintegration 
Program entitled, “Understanding Moral Injury: Remotely Piloted Aircraft Curriculum.” The Yellow 
Ribbon Program is a DoD-wide effort to promote the well-being of  National Guard and Reserve 
members, and their families and communities, by connecting them with resources throughout the 
deployment cycle. The module addresses moral injury and is tailored for members of  the Air National 
Guard. This project involves partnerships with the U.S. Naval Academy and Arizona State University.  

Project 2: Ethics and Brain Injury 
This project investigates ethical and policy issues in the use of  functional neuroimaging and 
electroencephalography to assess severe brain injury. The Greenwall Foundation funds this project 
(2018-2021). The project builds from a Canadian Institutes for Health Research-funded project 
entitled, “The Ethics of  Neuroimaging after Serious Brain Injury” (2014-2018). In Summer 2018, project 
members presented research findings in a plenary talk at the 2018 annual Neuroethics Network 
conference, ICM Brain and Spine Institute, Paris, France. These findings were subsequently published in 
Cambridge Quarterly of  Healthcare Ethics. The project involves collaborations with personnel at the National 
Institute of  Health, the Rotman Institute of  Philosophy, and University of  Pennsylvania Center for 
Bioethics. 

Project 3: CRISPR and Biosecurity 
This project explores critical biosecurity issues related to advances in the life sciences. The project focuses 
on novel technologies, such as genome editing with CRISPR-CAS9 techniques, their potential impact on 
national health and the economy, and methods to mitigate potential harms arising from their misuse. The 
project is funded by the Smith Richardson Foundation (2017-2019) and involves partnerships with Mason’s 
Schar School and Stanford University. In 2018, the research team gave a presentation on project findings, 
entitled “Biosecurity in an Age of  Genome Editing,” at the American Society for Microbiology in 
Baltimore, MD.  

Project 4: Autonomous Systems 
This project informs policy on the development of  Autonomous Weapons Systems, including autonomous 
targeting systems, intelligence and reconnaissance technologies, and ground support. The project has 
received seed-funding from New America (a leading Washington, D.C. think tank) and the Institute for 
Philosophy and Public Policy. In 2017, the Institute co-hosted a workshop with New America on the 
ethical, social, and legal dimension of  autonomous weapons systems. A workshop report published by 
New America and the Institute is forthcoming. The project involves partnerships with New America, the 
U.S. Naval Academy, Arizona State University, and the U.S. Army War College.   
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DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH 

 
In the 2017-2018 academic year, Institute members published 28 articles, chapters, book reviews, white 
papers, or policy reports. Many of  these publications have already proven to be influential in the academic 
and policy communities. Notably, Institute members also presented their research and policy analyses to 
international audiences with diverse professional backgrounds; members gave presentations on 4 
continents, in 15 countries, and 22 U.S. states, Puerto Rico, and the District of  Columbia.  

Institute Presentations by Country 

  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNIVERSITY AND THE PUBLIC  

 
The Institute plays an important role in the life of  the University through teaching, mentoring, and service. 
The Institute’s contributions to the University and the public are guided by its mission and vision, and the 
University’s strategic plan. Institute members taught multiple offerings of  undergraduate and graduate 
courses in the 2017-2018 academic year. Many of  these courses served as the starting point for high-
impact student research activities and student integration into ongoing Institute projects. For example, 
students in the undergraduate and graduate Bioethics courses developed their projects into conference 
presentations. Students in the Just War Theory seminar participated in the Coming Home Project and 
contributed to a forthcoming partner publication with New America. The mean overall student evaluation 
score for all courses taught by Institute members was 4.71/5 in the 2017-2018 academic year. This is 
compared to the University’s mean score of  4.5/5. 

Courses Taught by Institute Members, 2017-2018 AY 

Global Environmental Ethics Just War Theory (Graduate) Biomedical Ethics (Graduate)

Bioethics Philosophy of  Mind Epistemology of  Climate 
Models
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The Institute also engaged in numerous training activities outside of  the classroom. These activities are 
guided by Mason’s emphasis on providing high-impact student learning experiences. The table below 
details activities.   

Mentoring Activities by Institute Members, 2017-2018 AY 

Journals  
The Institute publishes and archives two premier journals in public philosophy: Ethics, Policy, and 
Environment and Philosophy and Public Policy Quarterly, respectively.  

Ethics, Policy, and Environment   
Ethics, Policy, and Environment offers scholarly articles, reviews, critical exchanges, and short reflections on all 
aspects of  environmental ethics, environmental philosophy, and the normative dimensions of  
environmental policy. The journal publishes three issues per year.  

University and 
Institute Goal

Institute Activity 2017-2018 AY Outputs

Advance Mason 
IMPACT strategy 

 

The Institute supported students 
by integrating them in ongoing 
faculty-led projects and 
mentoring student funding 
applications.

● 3 GRAs on research project teams 
● 7 student projects supervised 
● 3 student projects funded by OSCAR 
 

Mentor scholarly 
writing and 
publication 
 

The Institute supported student 
research through mentoring 
student-led scholarly publications.

● 3 student projects published as abstracts 
in AJOB Neuroscience 

● 1 student project published as a chapter 
in an edited volume 

● 2 students listed as co-authors on 
forthcoming Institute-New America 
white paper

Support student 
research and 
dissemination 

 

The Institute supported student 
research by mentoring student-led 
presentations and providing 
financial support to attend 
national conferences.

● 8 student presentations at premier 
national conferences 

● 4 students received Institute funding to 
support their presentation 

 

Support student 
professional 
development 

 

The Institute supported student 
placement in competitive 
internships and early-career policy 
positions at Washington DC 
think tanks, government, or 
associated research centers.

● 1 graduate student appointed as Research 
Associate, Woodrow Wilson Center  

● 1 undergraduate student appointed as 
Visiting Scholar, Georgetown Neuroethics 
Program (undergraduate student); U.S. 
Congressional Intern; and Intern at 
Center for Policy and Emerging 
Technologies 

● 4 students received research awards at the 
International Neuroethics Society 
Conference
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Philosophy and Public Policy Quarterly 
The Institute houses the archives of  Philosophy and Public Policy Quarterly. For decades, the journal was a 
leading voice in addressing the normative and conceptual dimensions of  issues of  importance and 
timeliness in public policy. The Quarterly is online and open-access. From August 1, 2017 to July 31 2018, 
Google Analytics reported 10,065 visits to the journal site by 8,208 unique visitors. Mason’s journal system 
reports 706 article downloads over the same period. 

Events Organized and/or Sponsored by the Institute, 2017-2018 AY 

Events – The Institute sponsored 8 events that contributed to the life of  the university and the broader 
academic community. By leveraging our existing partnerships, and creating new ones, we were able to 
deliver high-quality programming while minimizing cost and maximizing impact.  

MEMBERS AND PARTNERS  

The Institute’s membership includes four core Mason faculty and nine affiliate fellows. A full list of  faculty 
and affiliates is found on page 8. Institute faculty have academic appointments in Mason’s Department of  
Philosophy and in the Institute, with joint or adjunct appointments in the School of  Public Policy and the 
Department of  Atmospheric, Oceanic and Earth Sciences. Institute members serve as principal 
investigators on sponsored projects, teach courses in the Department of  Philosophy and other 
departments and units across campus, lead Institute activities, and maintain external affiliations with 
government and Washington, D.C. policy organizations. The Institute’s affiliate members contribute to the 
Institute’s research projects, help secure extramural funding, participate in Institute events, teach courses as 
adjunct philosophy faculty, and maintain external affiliations with government and Washington, D.C. policy 
organizations.    

Title Description

Regulating Lethal Autonomous 
Weapons

Workshop on emerging technologies, peace, and security. Hosted at New 
America, Washington DC.

Moral Injury: Toward an 
International Perspective

A public forum on veterans’ mental health and society, co-sponsored with 
Arizona State University, King’s College London, and the University of  
New South Wales. Hosted at New America, Washington DC.

Making America Green A book talk on climate policy at the Sierra Club. Co-sponsored by the 
Departments of  English, Philosophy, Sociology and Anthropology, and 
School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution.

Biosecurity in the Age of  the 
Genome: Risks and Benefits 

An expert workshop on emerging technologies and the life sciences. 
Hosted at the Schar School of  Policy and Government. 

Biosecurity in the Age of  the 
Genome: Governance Options 

An expert workshop on emerging technologies and the life sciences. 
Hosted at Stanford University, Center for International Security and 
Cooperation. 

Public Philosophy Network Reorganization workshop for the executive committee of  the Public 
Philosophy Network, hosted at the World Resources Institute, 
Washington.

Gun Policy in America Public event on gun policy and law. Hosted at the Schar School of  Policy 
and Government. 

Coming Home Project Service event for veterans and service academy faculty. Hosted at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

  8



In 2017-2018 academic year, the Institute added three new members. These new members expanded the 
Institute’s research portfolio in the areas of  peace and security, international human rights and 
international criminal law, and emerging technologies. The new members are: Shannon Fyfe, JD, PhD 
(Mason); Edward J. Perello, MA (Johns Hopkins University and Private Sector); and Sara Usher, PhD 
(Tower Strategy Group).  

Dr. Fyfe’s research and teaching make her an excellent addition to the Institute, Department of  
Philosophy, and the University. Her research interests are in political philosophy, ethics, and legal 
philosophy, with a focus on philosophy and international conflict, particularly international criminal law. 
Her work in this field seeks to provide a philosophical framework for defending and criticizing current 
practices of  holding individuals legally and morally accountable for their participation in mass atrocities. 
She has published articles that engage with international criminal law, speech act theory, just war theory, 
and moral psychology, and she recently co-authored a book responding to criticisms of  international 
criminal courts and tribunals. Her current work includes several projects related to prosecutorial discretion 
and prosecutorial ethics in domestic and international criminal law, and a project about bystander 
accountability for mass sexual slavery perpetrated against Yazidi women and girls in Iraq and Syria. Dr. 
Fyfe’s interdisciplinary work with political and legal philosophers, legal scholars, and practicing lawyers 
uniquely informs her teaching, as she challenges students to think critically and articulate clear arguments 
while also bridging the gap between theory and practice. In 2018-2019, she will teach courses on ethics, 
philosophy of  law, and punishment and mass incarceration. 
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PUBLIC INTELLECTUALS COMMITTED TO MAKING BETTER, SMARTER PUBLIC 

POLICY   

We are a team of  public intellectuals, from diverse scholarly backgrounds, who bring our academic training 
to bear on public-policy discourse. Our team is grounded in the the scholarly culture of  the university, 
and we extend our network to government, think tanks, and public-policy organizations in Washington, 

D.C.  

 Resident Members 
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Non-Resident Members 
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